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NOTES FROM PETER: The September 

17 Community Information Meeting 

about the Official Community Plan (OCP) 

at the community hall was useful and 

interesting. There didn’t seem to be 

enough participants in the on-line meeting 

the next day to generate discussion. 

Communicating on-line is so different 

than face-to-face, but we’re getting slowly 

better at it.   

There are multiple printed copies of the 

draft text of the proposed Official 

Community Plan on the island, posted in 

the usual places. If you can’t find one, ask 

one of the local trustees or our minute-

taker, Dave Olsen. 

It’s very useful for us to receive feedback 

on the draft text, especially if you think 

we’ve got something wrong, or left 

something out. At this point, it’s still 

simple and easy to change it.  The draft 

text is available on-line in the agenda 

package for our October 5 Lasqueti Trust 

Committee meeting   

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/3499

93/la_2020-10-05_ltc_agd_pkg.pdf  

starting on page 48. 

Trust Council met September 15-16. The 

agenda package is posted at  

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/trust-

council/council-meetings.aspx, and a 

video recording of the meeting will be 

posted there soon, I expect. A number of 

trustees voiced strong request to not have 

two day-long meetings, especially on 

consecutive days, but to look for better 

ways to meet and share information. In the 

agenda package for the meeting are many 

of the presentations of the seven 

delegations, many of which contain 

interesting and useful information. They 

start on page 212 of the 281 page agenda 

package.  Next Trust Council meeting is 

scheduled, on-line, for December 1-2. One 

of the many things we will do is to seriously 

begin to work on developing the budget for 

our next fiscal year (1 April 2021 through 

31 March 2022. 

Our next Lasqueti Trust Committee meeting 

is Monday, October 5. The agenda package 

is available through 

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-

trust-areas/lasqueti/meeting-calendar-

agendas-minutes/   Information about 

connecting to the meeting will be posted 

there soon. Town Hall session, where 

anyone can speak to or ask questions of the 

LTC on issues that concern them, will begin 

shortly after the start of the meeting, 

9:30am. 

We will be continuing to discuss the 

applications for two private docks in Scottie 

Bay. There are staff reports on the 

applications in the agenda package for this 

meeting and in our August 10 meeting 

agenda package. There is further 

information on applications, and the public 

correspondence received, at 

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-

trust-areas/lasqueti/current-applications/ 

There is a Staff Report on the OCP Review 

process, including the draft text, starting on 

page 39 of the agenda package  

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/34999

3/la_2020-10-05_ltc_agd_pkg.pdf 

We will also be receiving a briefing in 

camera about recent Lasqueti bylaw 

infraction complaints and investigations. 

This part of the meeting is not public, but 

we will decide whether or what to report to 

the public about bylaw issues. 

Thank you for your involvement and 

participation in our community.  

  

OCTOBER 2020 

http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/349993/la_2020-10-05_ltc_agd_pkg.pdf
http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/media/349993/la_2020-10-05_ltc_agd_pkg.pdf


Talk to me or to Tim if you have questions or concerns. 

NOTES FROM TIM: Peter has ably reported on a 

number of locals issues, so I will try to avoid duplicating 

the same information. I would mention that I thought the 

discussions at the Community Information Meeting of 

September 17 were both lively and thought provoking. It 

seems clear than further community discussion is desirable 

on the more controversial issues, although given staff 

resources, such discussions and any desired changes to the 

OCP may have to wait until a later stage of the review 

process to be incorporated. 

At Trust Council in September, the Trust Programs 

Committee announced the launch of the Climate Change 

stewardship Education Program. Sept. 24th  was the 

session of Rainwater Harvesting; Oct. 27th will be on 

Ecosystem Based Climate adaptation; and Nov. 24th will 

be on Eelgrass. These are all free and open to the public, 

check out the website for details. TPC continues with the 

Policy Statement review, and submissions from the public 

are welcome. 

Islands Trust Conservancy announced funding of $597,000 

from the Federal Ministry of Environment for a Species At 

Risk program. Find out more on their website. 

The Local Planning Committee is changing its name to the 

Regional Planning Committee, to better reflect the actual 

scope of its work. Among the top priorities of this 

committee is a restructuring of the Model Fees Bylaw, to 

suggest that Local Trust Committees adopt changes that 

would mean that applicants fees cover a larger portion of 

the cost of processing applications. See page 211 of the 

Trust Council Agenda of Sept. 16, or ask me for more 

information. 

Our next electronic meeting is Oct. 5. We realize that the 

electronic format is not ideal, and makes it difficult for 

some people to participate, and we do look forward to 

having in-person meetings again, when it is safe to do so. 

In the meantime, take care, and feel free to contact your 

Trustees with your comments, questions, or concerns. 

Tim, Islands Trustee 

ISLANDS TRUST CONTACT INFORMATION: 

• Islands Trust, Northern Office 

Email: northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Phone: 1-250-247-2063 

WEBSITE: www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

• Peter Johnston 

Email: pjohnston@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Phone: 250-333-8785  

• Tim Peterson:  

EMAIL: tpeterson@islandstrust.bc.ca 

PHONE: 250-607-7094 

 

Regional District business has been picking up heading 

into autumn. The following items may be of interest: 

Vancouver Island Regional Library: The annual report 

is a nice magazine-style report that describes different 

aspects of the library (https://virl.bc.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2020/09/Annual-Report-2019.pdf), 

including its award-winning Indigenous Voices program. 

In Sept, the library board adopted the 2021 budget 

(https://virl.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2021-

Budget-Breakdown-System-Wide.pdf). For details on 

service at the Parksville Branch, see 

https://virl.bc.ca/branches/parksville/  

LIFVD Radio Coverage Analysis: A Radio Coverage 

Analysis is exploring options for an on-island VHF 

communications system so that LIVFD is not reliant on 

commercial paging services. This project was based on a 

request from me in response to the ending of the Rogers 

pager service, and the switch to Radioworks pagers (see the 

January newsletter). The project bid was awarded to 

Planetworks Consulting, and included a visit to Lasqueti to 

see the terrain in person, and to meet with senior members 

of LIVFD and myself. 

LIVFD Emergency Call Answering: The 2017 report by 

dispatch expert Chris Kellett “recommended that the radio 

coverage and future VHF paging be considered as a 

separate project to the Emergency Dispatch Service”.  I 

have continued to work toward the recommendations made 

by Mr. Kellett, which included use of a “call 

answer/transfer service” to answer emergency calls from 

Lasqueti by a qualified emergency call taker, and then to 

transfer them to the appropriate agency: BC Ambulance for 

medical, and LIVFD response coordinators (local 

dispatchers) for fire. In March, I made a motion to the qRD 

Board (which passed unanimously) to ensure that the 2020 

LIVFD budget included $3,000 for the option of a call 

answer/transfer and fire dispatch service. 

Waste management: There are a number of issues and 

community discussions regarding the recycling and 

residual waste removal (garbage). Work is being done, and 

I will report once there is more clarity.  

Landfill closure and inter-generational equity: The 

closure of the Lasqueti landfill is proceeding on track. The 

goal will be to cap it to prevent leaching of toxins 

downstream. Water quality monitoring from the wells that 

have been installed (above and below the landfill) will 

continue for at least 25 years. 
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The high cost of the landfill closure raises an inter-

generational equity concern. The total cost is estimated at 

nearly $460,000 for closure and post-closure monitoring 

(closure costs are estimated at about $184,000, while post-

closure monitoring costs until 2045 are estimated at about 

$276,000). The costs of post-closure monitoring will be 

paid incrementally from future property taxes. While this 

means the short-term tax burden will be low, it also means 

that the costs will mostly be borne not by the people who 

used the landfill (mostly for free), but by following 

generations. 

In this situation, the impact for Lasqueti will be low, as 

these costs are part of the Regional Waste Management 

service, and so shared by everyone in the qRD. 

However, it seems to represent inter-generational inequity, 

in which a debt created by one generation must be paid by 

a following generation who did not receive the benefit. For 

th next 25 years, residents will be paying for both the long-

term landfill monitoring costs as well as the costs of 

removing their garbage by barge. I believe that full cost 

accounting can help to ensure all costs are considered in 

decisions, including indirect and future costs. 

The Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) conference 

was held virtually in Sept 

(https://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/convention/2020-

convention.html). Some interesting items: 

The panel “Reimagining Leadership: Lessons from the 

Pandemic” included the Lieutenant Governor of BC (Janet 

Austin), the Provincial Health Officer (Dr. Bonnie Henry) 

and the former Chief of the Tsawassen First Nation (Kim 

Baird). Bonnie Henry had a nice quote “we’re all in the 

same storm, but we’re not all in the same boat”. 

The panel “Confronting Systemic Racism in Canada” 

included the Ambassador of Reconciliation Canada (Chief 

Robert Joseph), a professor from the University of Toronto 

(Dr. Akwasi Osusu-Bempah) and the Executive Director of 

the BC Civil Liberties Association (Harsha Walla), and 

discussed some ways systemic racism is built into our 

system, and different forms of racism: individual, 

structural (e.g. in laws) and systemic (i.e. resulting 

interacting effects). 

Resolutions were passed to lobby the Province on a wide 

range of issues on topics such as community safety (e.g. 

derelict vehicles), transportation, environment (e.g. plastic 

waste) and health 

(https://www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Res

olutions/2020%20UBCM%20Resolutions%20Book.pdf) 
 

A qRD Director (Mark Gisborne) was elected to the 

executive board of the Association of Vancouver Island 

and Coastal Communities (AVICC). 

The presentation by the new leader of the BC Green Party, 

Sonia Fursteneau, and the interview with Premier Horgan 

helped lay out some of the dynamics in the upcoming 

election. 

Via an interview, Margaret Atwood provided entertaining 

comments on the state of the world, Canadian politics and 

Canadian literature. 

Please feel free to contact me. I am honoured to be your 

regional representative. 

Director Andrew Fall, qathet Regional District 

Contact: Tel: 250-333-8595 

 

Why Does Lasqueti Recycling Have To Be So Clean? 

Most Lasquetians can remember what recycling was like 

on island before the depot was renovated and gated. Back 

then we brought all kinds of things we thought were 

recyclable, dumped them behind the free store and walked 

away without anyone witnessing our process. Many of us 

were doing what is referred to as “wishful recycling” - 

dropping off contaminated or unacceptable items in hopes 

that they’d be recycled rather than going into our garbage 

cans. What we were, at times, really were doing was 

guaranteeing that some of the recycling loads ended up in 

a landfill. We are now learning and adapting as a 

community to the standards that will ensure our wishes 

come true - that what we deliver to the depot will actually 

be recycled. 

It’s no secret that people take their waste and recycling 

personally. Eco-guilt and plastic shame are real emotions. 

There have been occasions when residents dropping off 

materials at other depots in the qRD have taken offence to 

depot staff inspecting their recycling. Psychologically, 

there can be resistance to having other people look closely 

at our recycling or trash.  Seeing what we have consumed, 

and potentially revealing our gaps in knowledge around 

what is recyclable or how clean items need to be, can make 

us feel vulnerable, exposed, or even fearing judgment. 

Here on Lasqueti, the feelings can be amplified because our 

recycling situation is entirely unusual. 

 No other regional districts which include islands without 

vehicle ferry services, have recycling depots located on 

those islands.  This is due to costs and logistics of long term 

storage, monitoring, and transportation off-island after 

collection. So, Lasqueti finds itself in a unique position of 

both privilege and responsibility. With our passenger-only 

ferry service, recycling is required to be stored at the depot 

https://www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Resolutions/2020%20UBCM%20Resolutions%20Book.pdf
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for very long periods of time until a barge removal can be 

arranged. The significant cost of this means that our 

recycling may be sitting at the depot for up to 5 months at 

a time.  Long term storage brings increased exposure to the 

elements and rodents. To avoid this, recycling at the 

Lasqueti Depot is held to a high standard of cleanliness. It 

would be a clear health risk for depot workers or any 

residents who may come into contact with feces or moldy 

food waste. Clean recycling and maintaining a rodent-free 

depot equates to a safer work environment and recycling 

that can be accepted by Recycle BC processors.   

Since Lasqueti was removed from the Recycle BC (RBC) 

program several years ago, our region now has to pay the 

full cost for the island’s recycling. These costs are born by 

the entire qathet Regional District (qRD), rather than solely 

the residents of Lasqueti. The qRD is  currently advocating 

on behalf of Lasqueti to have us re-signed with RBC to take 

proper advantage of recycling incentives for clean loads, as 

well as transportation fees.  All remaining recycling depot 

costs will continue to be the responsibility of the region’s 

tax payers. Until Lasqueti is added to the RBC program, 

we are extremely limited in where Lasqueti's recycling will 

be accepted. Therefore, the depot has to maintain 

exceptionally high quality standards so that Cascades 

Distributors and Waste Connections will continue to accept 

it. 

Please know that depot staff are making every effort to 

keep our region’s recycling program going. At times this 

means sharing information about how to sort or clean 

materials thoroughly enough to be accepted by RBC. They 

will make every attempt to do this respectfully and with 

compassion for any sensitivities while also doing their job 

of gate keeping.  

Here are some handy recycling hints from Mark and Aigul:  

• Wash recycling as you create it rather than letting 

it build up. Dirty dish water works just fine.  

• Cut tetra packs and milk containers in half. Rinse 

well and dry.  

• Don’t put the lids back on any containers. All lids 

(except canning jars lids from home) are 

recyclable. 

• Cut or tear open your chip bags (or any plastic 

bags), rinse or wipe clean and hang to dry. 

• Cardboard needs to be dry. If it’s wet, layer it in 

your compost bin or use it for mulch. The worms 

love rotting cardboard! 

• You can leave labels on recycling, except for the 

plastic and excessive tape on cardboard.  

• 6 pack rings are not currently recyclable. Because 

these can harm marine life, please cut them into bits 

before you throw them in the garbage.  

• Take the labels, plastic and metal off of your 

condiment (ie. olive oil) bottles so the crushed glass 

doesn’t need to be sifted. 

• Refundable products (juice, pop, alcohol) don’t 

need to be cleaned. 

From WMMark: The landfill is now cleared of metal and 

tires! Next, it will be capped and closed for good.  

Trash Removal Notice from qRD: There is an issue with 

the barge causing a delay in the garbage collection service.  

An alternate plan is being worked on but no collection date 

is set.  Every effort will be made to give residents at least 

24 hours notice in advance of the new collection date.  

Please safely store garbage at home in the meantime. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation.  

For feedback or questions about anything waste related, 

please contact Mark 250-333-8601 or 2504-240-9886. 

Email - mb@lasqueti.ca 

Recycling Depot: Fall/Winter Hours  Oct 1- Mar 31st 

• Mondays 10 am - 2 pm, Thursdays 1- 5 pm,  

Friday 10am-4pm 

Closed on Statutory olidays. All recycling is monitored. 

Please bring it CLEAN and DRY. 

Free Store:  Fall/Winter Hours  Oct 1- Mar 31st 

• Thursday 1 - 5 pm  

Ginja requests you drop off outstanding items only i.e. 

clean, usable clothing and household items. Please, NO 

food, garbage, recycling, TV’s, soft foam, batteries, elec-

trical devices, mattresses or hazardous materials ie: 

chemicals, fluorescent light tubes, prescription/non-

prescription drugs, or pills in general. 

Recycle BC Website: www.recyclebc.ca/what-can-i-

recycle 

Return-It Beverage Depot open 24/7 Front left of Free 

Store. Accepts refundable beverage containers: beer, cider, 

pop, coconut water cans, boxed wine cartons (leave them 

intact), water jugs and tetra juice packs. No, milk 

containers and any kind of glass - please take these to the 

recycling depot.  

If you have any questions, comments, suggestions for me 

and the Let’s Talk Trash team please get in touch! 

jennyv@lasqueti.ca or 8601 

mailto:mb@lasqueti.ca


 

THE MEDICINE WHEEL 

Nursing Clinic located at the Judith Fisher Centre 

Email address: LasquetiHealthCentre@gmail.com 

Nurse: Dianne McClure RN/MN  

Cell: 250-240-5712 Home: 250-752-7419 

Clinic phone (during clinic hours): 250-333-8891 

Hours: Drop in Thursday from 11:00am–3:00pm 

CLINIC DATES: 

 

 
 

•Please note there will be a flu immunization clinic 

sometime in October  

This month’s health article will focus on the availability of 

the “flu shots” at the Judith Fisher Centre this season. The 

exact date of the clinic will be posted on the lasqueti web 

page as well as through the facebook page (once I know 

when I will receive the vaccine). Public health flu clinics 

will begin the week of October 19th but I am hoping to 

have vaccine the week prior to that.  

It is of particular importance to get the flu shot this season 

because of the Covid-19 pandemic. There are a couple of 

reasons for this  (i) to help prevent the risk of influenza as 

well as overall (ii) to reduce unnecessary isolation and 

testing for Covid-19 (as symptoms can be similar) and (iii) 

to reduce influenza outbreaks within long term care 

facilities as well as for other vulnerable adults. 

This year’s influenza vaccine contains strains that have 

changed from last year’s vaccine. There has been no 

change in the eligibility criteria this season and most 

people are eligible for the publicly funded influenza 

vaccine.  The two products that I will be providing are the 

Fluad Triavalent vaccine (which is recommended for 

adults 65 years and over only ) as well as the Agriflu 

Trivalent vaccine (for adults 18 years and over including 

seniors as well as for children 6 months and over).   

Anyone experiencing symptoms of Covid-19 will be 

required to postpone their visit for a flu shot.  

Appointments for flu shots will be available as well as 

some walk-in hours. More information on this will be 

provided once flu clinic dates can be confirmed. 

Stay Tuned! Be Well, Stay Well, Dianne 

LASQUETI ARTS COUNCIL AGM 

Are you an artist? Do you paint, write, dance, sing, play an 

instrument, perform, sculpt, carve, shape metal or clay? If 

so, are you interested in sitting on the Lasqueti Arts 

Council? We are having our AGM on Monday October 5, 

at 4pm at the Arts Center.  Please come and add your 

energy and ideas as we need bodies to come and represent 

the arts on the Lasqueti. 

 

OCTOBER NEWS FROM 

FALSE BAY PROVISIONS 

Hi everyone, let's start off by announcing 

that we would like to thank you all for 

bearing with us while we adjusted our 

hours and suspended our special events last 

month. The hours are changing again and we thank you in 

advance for your patience while it happens. 

Monday        9 am - 5 pm 

Tuesday        10 am - 5 pm 

Wednesday  10 am - 5 pm 

Thursday       9 am - 5 pm 

Friday            9 am - 5 pm 

Saturday       9 am - 5 pm 

Sunday         CLOSED 

"Flying To Sri Lanka" 

Thali Tuesdays And Taco Tuesdays Have Returned. This 

month our special take out dinners are here again withThali 

Tuesday happening on October 13th and Taco Tuesday on 

October 27th. The theme for this months Indian dinner is 

called Flying To Sri Lanka. Technically it is not a state of 

India but due to the location we are going to include it in 

our journey. Key spices and ingredients from here include 

cinnamon, fennel, mace, cumin, cardamom, tumeric, 

chicken, pork, yam and pumpkin. Expect to be transported 

and enjoy someone else cooking for you and your guests. 

Take a break from your kitchen and let us do the work for 

you. The menu will be posted on the weekend before the 

event. The theme and menu for Taco Tuesday will be 

posted later this month. Thank you in advance for everyone 

forparticipating in these dinners, it's something we really 

look forward to and get excited about! 

New Inside Seating And Increased Capacity 

 MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

OCT    1   

    8  

    15  

    22  

    29  



Recently the stores shelving has been moved to open up 

seating in the cafe. There is now seating for up to 4 people 

inside Provisions. We are still allowing 3 individual 

customers in the store at a time or 1 individual and 1 

isolating group of up to 6 people. Please respect each 

persons space whether you are eating or shopping. The 

large space given between the dining area and the store area 

is there for that reason specifically. Note that it is a self 

serve area so if you would like to sit inside please place 

your order at the counter and have a seat at your table. Your 

food and beverages will be brought to an adjacent area 

where you can pick them up. This is a pilot project which 

is the beginning of increasing the inside seating as the 

weather gets colder. If, and when we add additional tables, 

expect partitions to be installed to keep them separate. 

Thank you for your patience as we work on ways to serve 

you better. 

HALLOWEEN BBQ AND TREATS 

On Saturday, October 31st, we are going to hold a BBQ in 

the afternoon to celebrate Halloween. Bring your kids 

down in their costumes for trick or treating, candy will be 

given out and there will also be treats available for adults 

too.                                                                                             

This is an outside event and we will observe all of the 

guidelines for distancing. Looking forward to seeing you 

all dress up and make the most of this day that has always 

been a special one for the whole island. More details will 

be announced leading up to the event. Drop by to have 

some food and visit with your friends and family, everyone 

is welcome. 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM CAMINO 

I'm very happy to announce that I've recovering quite well 

from my illness and have been working part time for the 

last 2 weeks. It's been a really tough journey and I am very 

grateful to those of you who have been contributing to my 

health and to the folks filling in while I've been on the 

mend.  

Thank you to everyone for all of the warm words, phone 

calls, gifts and messages. It's really kind of you all and has 

been an inspiration to getting stronger and eventually 

returning to work full time when the time is right. In the 

meantime you can find me at work in the mornings ready 

to give you a smile! 

Wishing you a happy Fall from all of us and looking 

forward to serving you soon,  False Bay Provisions 

 

" My First Distanced Wedding" 

Introduction: Recently a couple of my friends decided to 

get married and they asked us to come. We had been 

waiting for a while to hear when the big day was going to 

come and then, suddenly, the bride to be came by our place 

and invited us. I asked what time and she replied ”the 

wedding starts at 4 pm. But we have already reached the 

maximum of 50 guests, if we go over that the person 

officiating may lose her license, so you are welcome to 

attend the reception later in the evening”. The first thing on 

my mind was disappointment that I may miss the actual 

event so I immediately asked if I may be able to watch the 

wedding from a distance. She smiled and said " Of course. 

Sure. I don't see why not..." I smiled back. 

I decided to write about the experience of this first time 

thing for me and it was really moving. It happened just a 

couple days after my illness set in and it was a major 

challenge to go. But I promised. And I always stick to my 

promises. It was a very happy day and there is a story here 

that follows that. It seemed very important to share it given 

the world we face right now. On another note, going 

through this for the first time raised a lot of questions and 

concerns in my mind. These feelings and thoughts all came 

up while I was recovering from my recent illness and I 

found myself taking notes on it all until I realized it is a 

bigger story. One I want to share with you all.  

The right to assemble. To share experiences, make 

decisions and have direct contact with those you wish to be 

with. To read body language, observe one another up close 

and consult with each other on all matters is one of the most 

crucial aspects of continuing to evolve as human beings 

and how we relate. Taking these rights away is destroying 

the world right now. Dress it up however you wish, list of 

off all the reasons why it makes sense and stand by while 

others list off opposing reasons why it doesn't. Divide and 

conquer indeed. If we are not able to reach consensus or 

agree that we do not agree any longer then how can we 

grow together? I see a place in my mind where we are 

thriving, not surviving. The most often repeated comment 

in my life for the last few months has been " How are you 

doing with all of this? Are you getting by? ". How absurd. 

As if we should all simply 'get by'.  I hope it gives those of 

you reading it inspiration to find a way through all of this 

and come out smiling. And thriving. Here is my story... 

I prepared as most would for such a special occasion. It's a 

pleasure to respect those who are coming together as a 

couple by looking your best isn't it? Even if they only see 



you from a distance...Shave. Shower. Clean. Collared shirt. 

Combed hair. Dress shoes shined. 

I drive to the venue. Alone. Passing friends who are 

attending, they smile and nod back but I cannot smile now.I 

imagine how that must look. Frozen. Expressionless. 

Hiking in via the bluffs. Making my way past ancient 

junipers and arbutus statues, bent and gnarled they guard 

the wild with their twisted embraces. Many mosses are 

underfoot, crinkling and crunching. Scaling the sharp stone 

foothills surrounding the small, perfect bay by the ocean. 

Across the channels divide I can see the wedding party. 

Tents set up, chairs and decoration. An air of awe embraces 

me in its envelope. Some gathering by the waters edge, 

others right at the peak. Colourful outfits and postures 

impress with how special it all is. Faces are not completely 

clear but I can name almost everyone, watching postures, 

stances and gaits. It's clear who is who and it is comforting. 

Knowing without seeing exactly is powerful. A radiance of 

calm washes through me like the tide. 

Sound carries over the water like an echo of the happiness 

and magic unfolding. Sitting cross legged and perfectly 

still I stay respectfully immobile while the final 

preparations are underway. Wondering if some of the 

guests even know that I cannot speak to them right now 

even if I tried. I watch the priestess gather her thoughts 

before officiating the words that will bring the couple 

together. She walks out to the edge of the abyss over the 

water and I can sense her preparing her spirit to honour this 

time, for them. To revel in the sanctity. She slowly walks 

back and prepares for it all. 

A lone figure picks up their guitar and plays before the final 

ceremony and the melody reaches me even though the 

words are lost on the wind. The mood changes swiftly as 

birds of prey glide far above us. Lively planes of nature 

showing their respect by looping over and over it all, 

leaving tracers in the sky. My left eye is frozen open, along 

with most of my face, yet tears run down my cheek. Their 

wings hold us all aloft with their majesty. The crickets are 

snapping all around while the heart of the sun fades into 

shadow. 

The moment arrives... the vows are being voiced. Every 

one gathers and moments later there are a series of cheers 

which wash over to where I am sitting. Hurray! Whoo… 

wooo… Another few immaculate moments pass... The 

weight of the union washes over everyone and I try to 

smile. I can't. But the feeling is there and that is what is 

important. My eyes are watering down still but there is no 

crying, only joy. The wedding begins in earnest and taking 

long measured breathes I get up and walk alone into the 

veld. Nothing else is needed right now. Marvelling at the 

inner peace of this experience, thanking the world for 

letting them find each other. How intricate the paths of love 

can be...  how perfect the wedding was. Electric gold and 

green hues from the sun and grass ripple through my minds 

eye as I leave them all by the oceans endless murmur.     By 

Camino C.  August 2020 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


