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Fogive yourself for 
not having the 

foresight to see  
what now seems 

so obvious in 
hindsight. 

 

 

NOTES FROM PETER: This has been 

a very busy time for me, with the Safe 

Island Land Alliance (SILA) proposal 

and notice that the Minister of Forests, 

Lands, Resource Operations and Rural 

Development (FLNRORD) had invited 

the Snaw-naw-as (Nanoose) First Nation 

to apply for a First Nations Woodland 

License (FNWL) that includes two 

parcels of provincially administered 

(crown) land on the south end of 

Lasqueti. This letter is posted on the 

Lasqueti web site at node 6759. 

SILA I informed Michael Ruge, the 

founder and manager of SILA, that many 

of the opportunities and developments 

suggested in his promotion were not in 

accordance with our Land Use Bylaw. I 

met with Michael and his wife Elly, who 

have also bought Glen & Kristen’s place 

on Elderberry Lane, close to the ¼ 

Section that SILA is proposed to be 

located on.  They tell me that they intend 

to live here, and they are doing 

renovations to the house. Michael also 

told me that over half of the people 

interested in SILA are from Lasqueti. 

FNWL  After we received the 

FLNRORD letter, I wrote to Snaw-naw-

as Chief Gordon Edwards, and have had 

telephone contacts and email exchanges 

with Councilor Brent Edwards. I also 

received a letter from their Economic 

Development Corporation and Snaw-

Naw-As Forest Services CEO Cindy 

Stern. This letter is posted on the Lasqueti 

web site  at node 6770. 

In it she says, “Snaw-Naw-As Forestry 

has no plans in the foreseeable future to 

develop harvest blocks on Lasqueti 

Island. Should we consider harvesting in 

the future we will consult with the 

community on Lasqueti”, which I regard as 

very positive and generous. 

The south end of Lasqueti is part of the 

Snaw-naw-as First Nation traditional 

territory. I have recently learned how 

important traditional territory is to First 

Nations Peoples, whose connections go far 

beyond history. The Ancestors are here, 

and the Ancestors’ belongings are here, 

and the Ancestors are of tremendous 

importance. This is something I’m coming 

to recognize, now nearing 50 years of 

being “settled” here. I can begin to nearly 

imagine what it might be like to have been 

settled in place for hundreds or thousands 

of years. 

I requested that a special meeting of the 

Lasqueti Trust Committee be held, 

tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, March 

30. I just learned, Monday morning, that 

both of the other trustees voted against 

holding a special meeting. My desire was 

for the LTC to discuss ways that both 

Reconciliation and preservation & 

protection of the Coastal Douglas-fir 

forests and ecosystems might be achieved. 

I will have this discussion put onto the 

agenda for our next scheduled meeting, 

April 26. 

Trust Council – policy statement  &  

budget  March 9 – 11 we held a grueling 

Trust Council meeting, largely centered 

around both the Policy Statement Review 

and the Budget for next fiscal year (April 

21 through March 22). We decided that 

community well-being and housing issues 

would remain part of our Policy Statement 

and work, though the Trust does not 

provide  services, just land use planning, 

but planning can be friendly towards 

affordable and rental housing. We also 

decided on a tax increase averaging, 
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for Local Trust Areas (but not Bowen Island 

Municipality) of 3.5% to allow some expansion of 

services. This level is probably above inflation, but there 

have been a number of previous years where the tax 

revenue increase has been 0%, and this has led to the need 

for this increase, which will allow keeping current 

services and adding a little that trustees wanted. 

OCP revision  There has been significant response to the 

proposed Official Community Plan, and its revision will 

be a part of our next scheduled meeting, April 26. You 

can read submissions (and all the other background 

reports, etc.) on the Lasqueti Comprehensive OCP 

Review page.  

There have been a considerable number of the form letters 

about the sheep issues returned.  I hope that sheep are not 

the most important issue for most people. 

I’ll repeat that my term as trustee ends in the fall of 2022, 

some 19 months from now, and I will not be running for 

re-election. Two trustees will need to be elected, so think 

about who might be a good person to run for the positions.  

I’m happy to provide information and opinions, if asked. 

I’ll post this on the Lasqueti web site, with links, soon 

after the printed copy comes out. I believe that Dianna 

will also post it on her Isle & Times web site. 

Thank you for your involvement with our community.  

Peter 

NOTES FROM TIM: The main item on the agenda for 

our April 26th meeting is the OCP review project. Thank 

you to everyone who has taken the time to share your 

views. Please remember that correspondence must be 

directed to the Lasqueti Local Trust Committee as a 

whole, in order to be considered in our meetings. If you 

write to just me, or just Peter, we will likely ask if you 

would like your letter sent to the LTC, so it can become 

part of the public record. 

LasquetiIslandLocalTrustCommittee@islandstrust.bc.ca  

is the email address; regular mail should be addressed care 

of the Northern Office, 700 North Road, Gabriola Island, 

BC, V0R 1X3. 

I sat on the Reconciliation Working Group last year, as 

part of the Trust Programs Committee. In learning about 

what steps toward respectful, appropriate Reconciliation 

should be, one thing that stands out for me it that it is best 

to reach out to First Nations directly as a first step, before 

other public dialog about First Nations related issues. I 

will be seeking support from the Trust’s Senior 

Intergovernmental Policy Advisor to help set up meetings 

between the LTC and those First Nations with interests on 

Lasqueti, in order to start a direct dialog and begin 

relationship building. As in any relationship, building 

mutual respect is key to having productive dialog. 

I’d like to thank outgoing Editor Dianna Maycock for her 

dedication to putting out our local paper for the past few 

years, and welcome Dave Olsen as our new Editor. 

As always, please feel free to contact your Trustees with 

your questions, concerns, or comments. We are now in the 

second spring of the pandemic, and many folks are 

exhausted by the stress and ongoing restrictions. Let’s all 

try to remember to be kind to our neighbors, and, if we 

disagree, to remain respectful of each other and our 

differences. Tim 

ISLANDS TRUST CONTACT INFORMATION: 

• Islands Trust, Northern Office 

Email: northinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Phone: 1-250-247-2063 

WEBSITE: www.islandstrust.bc.ca 

• Peter Johnston 

Email: pjohnston@islandstrust.bc.ca 

Phone: 250-333-8785 

• Tim Peterson 

EMAIL: tpeterson@islandstrust.bc.ca 

PHONE: 250-607-7094 

To reach the LTC trustees and planner: 

LasquetiIslandLocalTrustCommittee@islandstrust.bc.ca 

 

 

March “the mad scientist” has transformed into the spring 

blossoms of April. The qRD business keeps on rolling: 

2021 Budget Adopted: The Board adopted the 2021 

budget. If you are interested, the budget is in the March 

25 Board meeting agenda on the qRD web site. 

Island Health “Whole Community” Vaccination 

Clinics: Island Health is organizing vaccination clinics in 

small and isolated communities, including Lasqueti. Their 

goal is to provide an opportunity for everyone who wants 

to receive a vaccination to be able to do so on Island. A 

team of nurses came on March 29 (the day I wrote this), 

and will also be coming on April 1, 8, 9 and 12. 
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mailto:pjohnston@islandstrust.bc.ca
mailto:tpeterson@islandstrust.bc.ca
mailto:LasquetiIslandLocalTrustCommittee@islandstrust.bc.ca


The initial spaces available were booked within two days. 

To accommodate the stronger than expected demand, 

Island Health has expanded the resources for Lasqueti. 

If you haven't yet booked, call soon to either get a time 

slot, or to add your name to the waiting list to help Island 

Health with planning. 

To register, call: 1-877-795-0755 7am - 7pm Mon - Sun 

Thanks to our nurse Dianne for helping to coordinate a 

smooth roll out, and to Susan M. for volunteering to 

provide transport for the nurses. 

Coastal Flood Mapping: The Board will be undertaking 

virtual public meetings for phase 1 of the coastal flood 

mapping project (mainland part of qRD). Work on the 

Lasqueti, Texada and Savary Islands part (phase 2) is 

underway and will likely be released in a similar manner 

in a year. The work takes into account wind flow patterns 

(which can raise sea levels above normal heights, 

especially where there is higher exposure), tidal patterns, 

and projected sea level changes. 

Letter to Telus and CRTC: On request from David and 

Laura Slik, the Board sent another letter to Telus and 

CRTC (Canadian Radio-television and 

Telecommunications Commission) to request more 

attention to address land-line reliability on Lasqueti. 

Dispatch Update: About 24 letters were received in 

March supporting the provisional use of the Northern911 

emergency call answer/transfer and fire dispatch service. 

I appreciated the support, and I believe it was helpful for 

the Board and staff. Thanks also to the LIVFD volunteers 

who have been preparing for this service change, which 

will hopefully be soon.  

Library: The library continues to expand digital 

resources (including audiobooks, streaming movies, and 

music), and to continue and improve all library services. 

The library is starting a strategic review, so if you have 

any ideas for improvements, please let me know. 

Please feel free to contact me. I am honoured to be your 

regional representative. 

Director Andrew Fall, qathet Regional District 

Contact: Tel: 250-333-8595 
 

 

Burn Smart - Wood Stoves: Being from Alberta (few 

trees, plentiful natural gas), I came to Lasqueti wood stove 

‘illiterate’. I had no idea how to start, feed, dampen, or 

maintain a contained fire but I learned quickly in order to 

stay dry and cozy. Now, my wood stove is the heart of my 

home; it heats the space, bakes the cookies, and makes hot 

water (in winter). I thought I knew everything I needed to 

know about building clean burning, efficient fires but 

researching for this article has led to refining some of my 

practices. 

This month, the qRd’s Let’s Talk Trash team is running a 

Burn It Smart campaign to educate folks on how to best 

use a wood stove. Since, I learned some things from the 

available information, maybe you will too! 

Burning Smart begins with good wood. Firewood needs 

to be seasoned for at least six months and kept sheltered 

from the weather. It should have less than 20% moisture 

content (you can buy a moisture meter to check or knock 

two pieces of wood together listening for a hollow sound). 

A variety of smaller sizes in the wood pile helps with 

starting fast, hot fires. Pieces should not be larger than 10-

15 cm in diameter for maximum surface burn area and 

increased efficiency. Overly large pieces tend to 

smoulder.  

Use dry kindling and newspaper or brown bags to start 

your fire. Keep it small until the stove is hot and then add 

larger pieces. Leave the vents open for the first 10-15 

minutes to complete combustion. Stack pieces loosely so 

that air can reach all the pieces at once. Add three or more 

pieces to form a sheltered pocket of glowing coals to 

sustain the fire. When the wood is well-charred it needs 

less air to burn. Once your fire is established, you can 

close the vents to prevent heat loss up the chimney. That’s 

a good time to step outside to see if you’re ‘Burning 

Smart’ by looking at your chimney. A good fire shouldn’t 

make visible smoke. 

Smoke from your fire means unburned fuel, which means 

more pollution (particulate matter, carbon monoxide, 

volatile organic compounds and polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons) and a waste of precious tree resources. 

Overloaded or completely damped down stoves create 

smoky conditions! 

Keep your chimney clean and clear. This reduces the risk 

of chimney fires from built up creosote. Clean the ash 

from the wood box regularly leaving 1 inch at the bottom 

for maximum efficiency. Ash from untreated wood is 

great for the garden! 

Please don’t burn wet, green, painted, pressure treated 

wood or wood from the beach. Driftwood is soaked in salt 

and burning it releases sodium and chlorine ions (which 

lead to formations of toxic compounds). Burning 

driftwood also corrodes your stove and venting system. 



Also, burning garbage, plastic, treated or painted wood is 

illegal in BC because this creates toxic air conditions 

inside and outside of your home. 

As we all share the resource of the air, think of your 

family, friends, neighbours and wildlife when you choose 

your fuel.  In communities where wood heating is 

common, wood smoke can be responsible for smog and 

health problems for vulnerable people. Wood smoke can 

irritate the eyes, nose and throat causing headaches, 

nausea, dizziness and asthma. 

Beyond choice of wood, emissions vary greatly 

depending on your stove. Stoves from the 70’s and 80’s 

would produce 4.2 grams of particulate/hour. Since 2020, 

new stoves have beenrequired to produce no more than 

2.0 grams particulate/hour.  If your stove is EPA 

(Environmental Protection Agency) Certified and you are 

using it right, you’ll make 70% less smoke and use 30% 

less firewood. This spring, if you consider upgrading your 

old wood stove to a cleaner burning model, you can get a 

$400 rebate through the provincial Wood Stove Exchange 

Program (WSEP).  Upgrades to pellet, propane, gas, and 

electric heat pumps can receive $550 in rebates from the 

WSEP along with additional rebates from Fortis Gas and 

BC Hydro. 

Clean air is everyone’s right. Protecting air quality is 

everyone’s responsibility. Please direct any questions 

regarding the program to the Let’s Talk Trash Team at 

604-485-2260 extension 308 or info@letstalktrash.ca. 

Burning dirty fires, stinks! 

Tune into Let’s Talk Trash’s recorded Zoom info session 

on Burning It Smart with guest, Ron Spreeuw.  Ron has 

been WETT certified since 1998 and installing wood 

stoves since 1991. Video available through 

LetsTalkTrash.ca drop down tab on wood stoves. 

From Waste Manager Mark: Trash Removal System: 

The second Wednesday of every month, 10 am to noon 

(or until the barge is full)  will be the regular trash removal 

day at the False Bay barge ramp.  Any changes due to 

weather will be posted on the email list, FB Lasqueti 

Hotwire, and the Lasqueti website. No construction 

materials, renovation or demolition waste, prohibited 

waste, organics, recyclable material or stewardship 

materials. $5 per bag, $25 per average truckload. 

Mattresses and boxsprings $15 each.  

Please call Mark is you have any questions about what 

constitutes acceptable garbage.Mark 250-333-8601 or 

2504-240-9886.  

Email - mb@lasqueti.ca 

Recycling Depot: Fall/Winter Hours  Oct 1- Mar 31st 

• Mondays 10 am - 2 pm, Thursdays 1- 5 pm 

Closed on Statutory olidays. All recycling is monitored. 

Please bring it CLEAN and DRY. 

Free Store:  Fall/Winter Hours  Oct 1- Mar 31st 

• Thursday 1 - 5 pm  

Ginja requests you drop off outstanding items only i.e. 

clean, usable clothing and household items. Please, NO 

food, garbage, recycling, TV’s, soft foam, batteries, elec-

trical devices, mattresses or hazardous materials ie: 

chemicals, fluorescent light tubes, prescription/non-

prescription drugs, or pills in general. 

Recycle BC Website: recyclebc.ca/what-can-i-recycle 

Return-It Beverage Depot open 24/7 Front left of Free 

Store. Accepts refundable beverage containers: beer, 

cider, pop, coconut water cans, boxed wine cartons (leave 

them intact), water jugs and tetra juice packs. No, milk 

containers and any kind of glass - please take these to the 

recycling depot.  

If you have any questions, comments, suggestions for 

me and the Let’s Talk Trash team please get in touch! 

Jennyv@lasqueti.ca or 8601 

 
Nursing Clinic located at the Judith Fisher Centre 

Email address: LasquetiHealthCentre@gmail.com 

Nurse: Dianne McClure RN/MN  

Cell: 250-240-5712 Home: 250-752-7419 

Clinic phone (during clinic hours): 250-333-8891 

Hours: Drop in Thursday from 11:00am–3:00pm 

CLINIC DATES: 

 

 MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

APR    1*   

    8*  

 12*   15  

    22  

    29  

mailto:mb@lasqueti.ca


*Covid-19 vaccine clinic dates. Dianne will be present at 

all vaccine clinic days.  If you wish to see the nurse on 

these clinic dates please pre-book by calling Dianne at 

250-240-5712.  

I am happy that so many “Lasquetians” are taking 

advantage of getting immunized against Covid 19 virus 

during the whole community vaccination program. The 

immunization program is being provided by Island 

Health. Two public health nurses will be coming to the 

island on the dates indicated with a  above, to provide 

the immunization. I plan to be at each clinic to assist 

where needed. 

Getting vaccinated decreases the risk of contracting the 

virus as well as protects those in the community who are 

most at risk of serious health consequences caused by the 

virus. It is estimated that Covid-19 vaccination coverage 

required to achieve community (herd) immunity is 

approximately 60-72%. 

The vaccination clinics were fully booked however, the 

hours on each clinic day have been extended to 

accommodate those on the wait list. 

If you wish to be immunized please continue to call 1-

877-795-0755 to book an appointment.  

The community of Lasqueti has been so fortunate so far. 

Unfortunately other people and communities have not. 

Following immunization it is still recommended that we 

follow precautions. 

Blessings and Stay well, dianne. 

 

NEWS UPDATES FROM LCA 

Through the winter LINC has been busy planning for the 

future, sharing natural history photos via Seen In Passing, 

and undertaking those of our normal activities that we can 

under COVID restrictions.  We’ve had outdoor projects 

in small groups, such as trail building, fencing and 

planting trees, and some work parties to control invasive 

plants such as Spurge Laurel.  We’re looking forward 

sometime soon to getting back to our other activities and 

events that can include more of our membership.  We 

have more work parties planned for the spring -- if you 

are interested in helping out with these projects, please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch with us!  We also have an 

upcoming Annual General Meeting -- format to be 

determined as we watch for any changes to restrictions on 

gatherings over the next while.  The trail at Salish View 

is now complete -- the trailhead is on the east side of main 

road, across from the small pullout just before Squitty, 

with parking for about 4 cars.  Please let us know how you 

like it. 

For those who don’t know, LINC currently holds 

conservation covenants over three reserves on Lasqueti 

owned by the Islands Trust Conservancy: the 140-acre 

Mt. Trematon Nature Reserve, the 160-acre Johnny 

Osland Nature Reserve, and the 28 acre Salish View 

Reserve.  We monitor these covenants regularly and 

report on them to the landowner.  We undertake 

stewardship activities there (tree planting and fencing, 

trail-building, clearing fallen trees, etc.) only with 

permission of the landowner.  If you are interested in 

being involved in projects on these properties please get 

in touch with us.   

To contact LINC or to get involved in our projects: email 

linc@lasqueti.ca, phone (250) 333 8754, or talk to any of 

the Directors - listed on our page at Lasqueti.ca. 

V-STAR VARIETIES 

I’ve started to poke seeds into soil and dream of the new 

garden season. Once again, the V-Star Varieties Nursery 

will offer a variety of peppers, tomatoes, flowers, herbs, 

brassicas, alliums, cucurbits and lots of lettuce starters for 

sale in 2021. I love nurturing plant babies from seed so I 

can send them into your hands, onto your lands and 

eventually into your mouth!!  If you want a copy of my 

catalogue, email jennyv@lasqueti.ca for a copy and then 

make your special order. Also, the veggie stand at Ruby’s 

Corner is now open! Happy Spring and happy growing.  

Jenny 

 

MARCH NEWS FROM 

FALSE BAY PROVISIONS 

Hi everyone, We are all pleased to 

finally welcome Spring and see more 

sunshine. Everywhere you go there 

is talk of gardening, boating, cycling, 

home building or renovation and 

many other exciting activities. There 

is a collective sigh of relief to be able to get outside more 

often to seek solace from the hibernation of winter.  We 

are as thrilled as you are to get out and absorb some 

vitamin D while breathing in the fresh air! Here are a few 



things going on and topics to cover this month... 

 

Thanks To the Editors and Publishers of  

The Isle and Times 

 

A huge thank you to Dianna Maycock for all of her hard 

work in managing this paper. The kind way that she has 

managed the content and delivery has been exceptional 

and it has been noticed by all. We hear she is going to 

continue to publish the online version and so we want to 

voice another thank you in advance for staying on. 

Welcome to Dave Olsen for taking on the role of the new 

main publisher and editor, wishing you the best of luck.  

 

Dining Inside and Outside  

 

We have seating inside the restaurant at 2 distanced 

separated tables for up to 5 people each.  

The patio is open for seating as well. There is also plenty 

of distanced seating outside in the yard. You are still 

welcome to call in advance and book a table if you like. 

Some of you have had questions about the details and we 

can say with confidence that all requirements are being 

met.  

 

Lasqueti Lifeline Food Security Project 

 

It has been almost a year since the Lifeline project started 

and we will be working on a summary of what has been 

done and what we hope to do this next year in May. Once 

that information is shared there is a plan to start a new 

fundraising campaign to continue with what has been 

started at carry on helping different parts of the 

community as much and as often as possible. In the 

meantime we are going to keep holding pay what you can 

meals, checking in with those who may need a hand to see 

what can be done as well as put work into how food can 

be more accessible for anyone here when needed. The 

Provide food bank is also currently in continual use and is 

regularly replenished. Thank you to those who have asked 

how they can help over the winter and please contact us if 

you have any questions on how to be involved. 

 

Thai and Opa! Tuesday Take Out Dinners 

 

This month we are starting a new series of dinners 

beginning with Thai Tuesday on April 13th followed by 

Opa! Tuesday on April 27th. The Thai dinner will 

celebrate with a journey of our take on traditional and 

modern foods from Thailand. Look forward to bold, spicy 

flavours and exotic ingredients to whisk you away on a 

culinary vacation.  Opa! Tuesday is going to focus on 

Greek and Mediterranean cuisine with an emphasis on all 

of our favourite foods from those regions. Thank you to 

everyone who continues to attend these events, every 

month is a new adventure and we promise to keep you 

entertained throughout April! 

 

We are always happy to greet you with a smile and share 

the news of the day, 

Wishing you all an excellent start to Spring. Looking 

forward to serving you soon.  

 

All of our best, False Bay Provisions 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


